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1- My Birthday n1, Pat Homse
Ink on canvas, 2025
43.5x 61 cm

2- Drones, Pat Homse
Ink on canvas, 2025
43.5x 61 cm

3- Special Plus 71167, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 08.2025
40%x40 cm

4- City life 5573, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 11.2025
40%x40 cm

5- Boys Figure Series 26_1, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 11.2025
20x20 cm

6- Girls Figure Series 27_1, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 11.2025
40%40 cm

7- My Birthday n2, Pat Homse
Ink on canvas, 2025
43.5x 61 cm

8- Girls Figure Series 25_1, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 08.2025
20x20 cm
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9- 71741, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 11.2025
40x40 cm
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10- Special Plus 71170, Hsiao-Yen Yao
oil on canvas, 08.2025
40x50 cm

11- Boys Figure Series 27_1, Hsiao-Yen Yao 17-Haunted

oil on canvas, 08.2025 Ink on canvas, 2025

20x20 cm 55x41,5cm
(painting on the floor)

12- Girls Figure Series 26_1, Hsiao-Yen Yao

oil on canvas, 10.2025

30x30 cm

13- My Birthday n3, Pat Homse
Ink on canvas, 2025
43.5x 61 cm

14- Boys Figure Series 28_1, Pat Homse
oil on canvas, 11.2025
40x40 cm

15- My Birthday n4, Pat Homse

Ink on canvas, 2025

43.5x 61 cm

16- Boys Figure Series 27_2, Hsiao-Yen Yao

oil on canvas, 11.2025
30x30 cm
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My Birthday

Pat Homse & Hsiao-Yen Yao
du 08.11 au 30.11.2025

Happy Birthday !

There is a certain passive aggressiveness embedded in this phrase, an imperative
command that insists: Be happy! You were born! It appears cheerful and pink on
the surface, yet conceals something bloodier, more violent beneath. Painting, too,
inhabits this tension between revelation and concealment, adding and erasing,
layering and shaping meaning through acts of covering and exposure.

At first glance, the practices of Hsiao-Yen Yao and Pat Homse seem so distinct that
their collaboration might appear improbable. Yao’s quiet, impastoed portraits of the
plastic Playmobil world and Homse’s depictions of torture, rendered in dark reds
and greens, occupy seemingly opposite realms. Both artists, though working within
distinct aesthetic registers, share a concern with the intersecting dynamics of
looking, containment, and the representational processes through which violence is
enacted.

Yao’s portraits of Playmobil figures, with their frozen smiles, generate distance. They
are generic and curiously inhuman and yet the images of the plastic protagonists
are seductive. Painted in soft lines and sumptuous colors, they possess a sensitivity
absent in their models. One is reminded of Elizabeth Peyton’s intimate portraits of
friends and celebrities, which oscillate between votive image and pop pastiche.
Here, however, a different gaze is at work. Engaged in ordinary activities such as
bathing, delivering pizza, or skiing, Yao’s figures embody a calm indifference, a
poised nonchalance that feels at once serene and suffocating.

Raised between Taiwan and Australia, Yao situates her practice within a medium
historically regarded as Western. In her paintings, one senses a quiet resistance.
She avoids fraditional frames that divide the painted world from the viewer’s reality
and instead weaves painterly boundaries into the composition itself. The rectangu-
lar space, reminiscent of a television or smartphone screen, is edged by a soft gray
border that reveals the undercoat of the canvas, the painting’s bare foundation.
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